Statistical analysis of categorical data.
This article has presented the most widely used techniques for analyzing categorical data. Data that are qualitative are naturally categorical. Even continuous (or measurement) data can be classified into categories (eg, ages can be grouped into above and below 40) and, hence, these procedures can be applied to a wide range of data. All of these statistical tests are classified as nonparametric statistics, although many statistical textbooks treat hypothesis testing of categorical data separately from the more common nonparametric methods. The most widely used nonparametric procedures will be reviewed in the next issue.